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The Firſt Queſtion, 


H Wrerched Man that T am, | at ſhalt. 
deliver me from the Wrath to come? 
for my (ns are many, and my iniqui-- 
ties are great ; and if* the Lord ſhoul &. 

deal with me according to bis Juice and my. De-- 
ſerts, my Portion must needs bs in the Lake of Fire. 
with the Devil and his Angels, For the $ cripture ' 
pronounceth every man Curſed that continaeth not. 
72 all thinrs Written in the Book of the Law, to do: 
them, Gal:3. Lo. Shew me therefore ( 1 beſeech YOu 
ſhew me what courſe to take, to come out of this 
miſery ; ſhew me the way bow to get the Pardon of 
2y or ins, and the favour of God, 1 care for | nothin” 
» this, neither is . there any thing in the World, 
at [ <; deſire in romary/en of” this, 

- -. Anſwer, -: 
This 15 that ( ee ) watch 
py 


ww, as ak a8 —_ wo 
> 


of all other”. 
things .- 


A of -- ; + a w - 4a. 4 £0 _— aev*- 
to renee -—  o— 
_ þ4 a 44 


tte =P 


Is, dful of T | ; 


things doth moſt concern us; For upon the 


pends all Sohd Conaliflgwhile we are here, and 
| the Eternal Salvatioff of our moſt precious 
| Souls hereafter. And therefore for our better, 
. both Direction and Conſolation in this behalf, * 
 Jetus take notice of this that follows : 
if There 1s a way for men to come out of the 
[/ |\ miſery of fin, and to obtain and enjoy the 
1 \ Mercy and favour of Almighty God, and that 
 \ 2s Faith in Chri#: this 1s the way, and there 1s | 
f none but this ; neither 1s there any thing in, ] 
: .the World, thatcan help us to the Pardon of 
# our Sins, to the Love of God, and. the Salvatiam 
[ N of our Souls, but only Faith in the Lord Fefuss * 
[| That this 1s the way, is apparent enough by 
the Anſwer winch was given by Paul and Silas| 
f A#.16.31. for when the Keeper of the Prifon! 
cried out with trembling, Sirs what muſt I do to 
| be ſaved ? they made him this anſwer, beliep 
ll - # the Lord Feſus and thou ſhalt be ſaved. The 
| 1511 Chriſt ſufficiency enough tor the obtain; 
ing of our Pardon, and the procuring of eur 


' Peace ; and there 15 1n Faith Ability enough tq 
W ., make us partakers of Chrifts ſufficiency. Chriff « 
| 15 the only way whereby we come unto eterng t 


Life, and Faith 1s the only way whereby wi & 
come to'be partakers of Chrilt ; by Faith w{ & 
gone unto him and through him unte God. j & 


Ani char we may the better know,that the 
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for a Fainting Soul. 3 


bs 
15 in Chriſt ſufficiengy enough for the Pardorr 
of our Sins, and the ſalvation of our Souls, let 
us conſider a little, both who Chrift is, and alſo 
what he hath done for'the working out 'of our 


; celiverance, and the procuring of our Peace. | 

» | TheLordJeſus Chnit 1s the Eternal Son of - | 

: } God, who pitying that ſinful and miſerable con- 
dition, whereinto we are all bronght by thediſ- 

& obedience of our firſt Parent, undertook.to 


[- Mediate the matter betwixt God and us, and to 
at reconcile us again unto God. For the better 
is | effecting of which great work, He came down. 
in. from Heaven, and was Incarnate by the Holy 
of Ghoſt of the Virgin Mary, and was made Marr 
am | yea in all things ike unto other men, ſave only 
, in fin, that ſo he might the better make us free 
\ by | from all fin. Being thus found in whe faſhion 
as a Man, he ſet himſelf in our ſtead, ond for 
us Men, and for our Salvation, he became obe- 
dient unto Death ,even the Death of the Cxols. 
And by his Obedience and Death he hath per- 
fealy alone by himfelf accompliſhed whatever 
was requiſite for our Salvation. 
Fhe wretchednefs of our condition 1s briefly 
this: We all hke Sheep have gone aſtray, ner- 
ther have we only omitted thoſe Daties, which 
the Law requires, but we have allo committed. 
{ thoſe Evils, which the Law forbids ; and as 
h wi the want of Righteouſneſs doth exclude us trom 
0d. \ the favour of God, and the Kingdom of Hea- . | 
JP ee SL eo 
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yeh : fo the guiltineſs of fin doth expoſe us to 


the wrath of God, and the Damnation of Hell. 


But the Lord- Jeſus Chriſt hath fulfilled all 
Righteouſneſs... For i his Life he performed 
as much obedience, as the Law in rigor could 


exact; and by ſuffering Death upon the Croſs, 


he underwent as much Puniſhment as could : be 


required of Sinners, in the ſeverity of Juſtice: 


andſo by his Death and obedience . hath. he 
.provided againſt. our double Miſery. For by 
his ſaffermgs upon the Crofs, the Juſtice of God 
3s ſatisfhed, and his Wrath appeaſed ; and by. his 


Obedience the Law 15 fulfilled, and we. are .ac- 
cepted. And as by his Death, comes the par- 


don of fin, and deliverance from wrath, ſo by 


His Obedience.comes the imputation - of. Righ- 
 teouſneſs, and life Everlaſting. All which as 
they were done 1n. our Nature, ſo they were 
xdone for us, and 1n our behalt, he ſtood in the 


place of Sinners, that we might be numbred a-, 
mong the Righteous; he took our fins upory 


him, that he might put his Obedience upon us; 
the chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon- him, 


that with his ſtripes we may be healed ; he was | 
made a Curle for us, that he might Redeem us | 
from 1t : he was made {tn for us, that knew no | 
ſin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs | 


of Godin him : 2 Cor+$.22. 


And the better to aſſure us that by 1s Death , 
yon the Croſs, there was paid a price Juthcient. | 
"HH ons ode enough 
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aroſe again from the dead, which he could not 
have done, if the Juſtice of God had not beerx 
fatished to the very full in every particular, For, 
as fin is the ſting of Death, and the only thing 
that makes Death terrible, ſo it 1s the ſtrength 


of Death, and 1t 15-that only that doth give 


Death dominion over us : Sis: 15 the Lock, and 
Bar, and Bolt, that makes faſt the Gates of 
Death ; and as the Door cannot be opened to 
let out a Priſoner, till the Bar be removed ; ſa 
there 15 no eſcaping from Death, until fin be 
taken out of to way. Chriſt therefore by 
Riſing from the Dead hath mightily declared 
unto us, that he hath paid the utmoſt farthing: 
of our Debts, and that by his Death he hathe 
fully ſatisfied the Juſtice of God. So that now 
by vertue of his Sufferings, the greateſt {ins are 
made pardonable, and there 1s a way ſet oper 
for the worſt of {inners, beth to Grace and 


Glory. I fay even for the worſt ſinners. 
"There 15 no man now that can deny himſelf 


to be capable of Grace; there are too many, 


' who from the greatneſs of Gods Mercy, da 


withour any cauſe pruſumeto fin ; but there is 


no man, who from the heinoulneſs of his {ins 


hath any;juſt cauſe to deſpair of Mercy: for 
though our fins be many, yet the mercics of: 


| Gad be more; though - they be great, yet his 
M.3rclgs ars aboyg them; hg 18 16h 1g Mercyg 
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Lordia} Comforts 


yea, his Mercy 1s Infinite, fo that though he 
hath ſpent much Mercy already upon ourFore- 
Fathers, yet he hath Mercy enough in ſtore for 
-uvs alſo ; with him there 1s plenty of PForgive- 
neſs, and his Mercy endureth for eyer : And 


the Merits of Chriſt are of the ſame Nature for 
he 1s Mighty to ſave, and he 1s the ſame for e- 
ver ; and thoughthe Riches ot theſe Merits of 
Chriſt, there is a way ſet open, even for the 


worlt {inners,to become partakers of the Riches 


of the Mercies of God. Now if any Man fin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Qhriſt the Righteous, and he 15 the propitiation 
for our fins, ec. 1 Foþ. 2, 1,2. And though 


the time of his abode upon earth in the days of | 
this Fleſh were but ſhort, though his ſufferings 


were but for a ſeaſon ; yet ſuch was; and 15 the 


dignity of his Perſon ( being the Eternal Soh 


of God) that his Suffereings and Obedience 
are infinitely Meritorious, and his Blood is able 


_ to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs: So, 
that we may well ſay with the Apoſtle, 7/þo is 


he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that Dyed, or 
rather ho 1s riſen again, and now maketh Inter- 


eefſion for uS, Rom. O. 32,24. -But let no Man. 
turn this Dodrine of Comfort to a hberty of 


Annng : again the greateſt i1hs there 1s hopes 
3n Chriſt for penitent Believers. But becauſe 
there 15 Mercy with God, ſhall we therefore go 


on 11 {1n.? God torbyd ; There 1s Mercy with 


$4&FIS him, 
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him, and therefore he muſt be Feared. But if 1 
any Man ſhall preſume to fin, becaufe there is! 
| Mercy with God, through Jeſus Chriſt ; in 


which Unites us unto Ghriſt, and makes us one | 
with him; this 1s that which gives us Intereſt | 


this makes the Death and Obedience of Chriſt-| 


for Fa 


inting $ ouls. 


ſtead of Mercy, that man 1s ike to meet with 
nothing bur Juſtice : for as merciful-as God 1s, 
and as All-ſufficient as the Death of Chriſt 15, 
there 15 no Mercy tor {ſuch as goon ſtill in their 
wickedneſs. | 
And thus you ſee that Chriſt 1s mighty 
enough to ſave us from all our Sins, and to re- | 
concule us unto God : now that we may have | 
benefit by this ſufficiency of Chriſt, we muſt | 
Izy hold'upon it by a lively Faith. - This is that | 


in him, and makes us partakers of his Merits ; | 


as verily our own, and as effecual for the | 
Pardon of our Sins, as the Salvation of our '| 
Sonls, and if they had been performed by our | 
very ſelves. So that it we do-truly believe in (W 
the Lord Jeſus, then 15 God well pleaſed with 
us for his ſake, and by Vertue of his Merits,| 
being made ours by Faith, our Sins are Parden-'8 
ed, and our Souls and Bodics ſhall be EternallyM 
laved. And ſo much the Scripture doth plainly 
teltifie in ſeveralplaces: - As Feb, 3.16. God ſo 
loved the World, that he gave his only bezotten| 
Son, that Whoſoever beljewrth in him ſhould noi 
Perijh, bur bave Life Everioſing. And again} 
ry MM. "16:4 


| 


tx Cordial Comforts - 
Ys AF. Io. 43. Through his ne" Whoſoever beliey 
\' veth in him, ſhall have remiſſion of Sins ( be they 
mever ſo many, never (0 hainous ) And again, 
Act. 13.38, 39. Be it known unto you , that 
through this Man 1s Preached unto you the Forgive- 
. weſs of Sins, and by him all that believe are Fuſt ift 
| ed, from all thoſe things, from which they could not 
| be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. By the Law of 
dl Moſes. we could never have been acquitted e1- 
| ther from the guiltineſs of Sin, or from the 
'j wrath of God : But we are dehvered from both, 
[ | by Faith in Chriſt ; for by it we obtain the for- 
[Rv _ of our Sins and the Salyation of our 
-\, Souls. 
And thus it is manifeſt, That Chriſt is the way 
i by which we are to obtain the Pardon of Sin, and 
Peace with God; and that Faith is the Way 
% whereby we are made Partakers of the Merits of 
| Chriſt for our Juſtification and Salvation, Pro- 
'\ ceed we now 1n a word, . to ſhew that nuthing 
| but Chriſt can reconcile us unto God, and that 
Al nothing but Faith can make us partakers of 
| | Chriſt tor our reconciliation. 
| \ There 1s no way whereby to come untoGod 


'well lakes ; neither 1s there ſalvation in any 
| hor For there is none other Name under 
. Heaven even Among Men, whereby we muit 
defaved, AG. 4. 12+ Neither is there any 0- 
her means on our part, whereby to receive 


Cant, 


| 


| ' ut only Chaiſt : Tx:s only in Chriſt that God s 
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hriſt, but only Faithz and yet unleſs. we is 
"receive him, we get no beneft byhim; and 
therefore unleſs we do believe in him, we ſhall 
perifh in our ſins. And to this purpole ſpeakes 
- our Saviour, Foh.3. 36. He that believeth on the 
: Sou hath erſte Life ; and he that believeth 
not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of God 
 abideth on him. See the ſum of all this, 1n that 
place- of St. Fobn, 1 Epiſf. 11. 12, and 13. ver- | 
Tr God hath given to us Eternal Life, and 
this Life is in his Son, | He that hath theSon, | 
hath Life 5 and he that hath not the Son, hath | 
not Life. Theſe things have I written to you, 
that believe' in the Son of God, that ye may 
_ that ye have Eternal Life, and that ye 
. :may believe 1n the Name of the Son of God. | 
By which place it 15 plain, that there 1s a way tO | 
Tab; : that Chriſt is the way to it ; that Life 1s | 
fonn him, chat 1t 151n no other but him; hack 
it 1s ſo in him, that by believing in hin, q.| 
we obtain Life ; and hat it1sſo in hum, char 
without believing in him, we get no benefit at | 
-all by him. And thus you have the Truth of 8 
the Rome Anſwer enlarged and that conhirm- 
ed according to 1ts.ſeveral Branches; by which 
1t 15 manifeſt, that Faith in the Lord eſo us C briſt,| 
and nothing Fe but * only Faith in him, can help us W 
ro the a of fin, the love of God, and the; 
ſalvation of our ſouls. 


 Hereupon it may be thus applypde 
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 Cordial Comforts 


W; The ſecond Queſtzon. \ 
LR If I cannot obtain the pardon of my ſins, and the. 
C fawvonr of God, without Faith in Chrift I doubt 
"NN my condition is woful, and that I am yet in my ſins, 


' and hable unto Wrath. For I fear I huve not this 


1k Doubcleſs if we donot believein Chriſt, our 
{\' condition 15 woful: for there 15no ſalvation in 
/\| any other; and without Faith in him, we can 
| get no benefit by him, but we are 1n our fins, 
'/ and the obligation unto wrath 15 1n full power 
{, andforce againſt us. For though the Ranſom 
| which Chriſt paied by his Death upon theCrols, 

f be a Ranſome abundantly ſufficient for the fins 
[| of the whole World ; yet the benefit of that 
' \\Death of his 15 beſtowed on none, but upon 
S iuch conditions as God himſelf pleaſeth: which 
|| conditions for ſuch as be of years, are Faith 
| {and Repentance ; which if we want, we ſhall 
[| be ſure ro periſh in our f1ns, not out of any de- 
I \Fect 1n Chriit, but only becauſe we want thoſe 
| |conditions, whereby we come to have intereſt 
E {in him,and to be partakers of his Merits. Now, 
| that we may the better know whether we have 
| |:his Faith in us, yea or no (and ſo neither be 
| {Hecerved with vain hopes, nor yet ai{comforted 
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for Fainting Souls. 'y 

and ſee what anſwer you can make to theſe (e- 
veral demands. | i 
/ | . Are you ſenfible ofthe miſery wherein you” 
| are byreaſon of your fins? And do you find 
that you need a Saviour ? Do you know who | 

' 1+ the Saviour of the World? Doyou know 
in ſome good meaſure who Chriſt 1s, and what 
he hath done for us, and what are the benefits 
that are to be had by him 2 Doyon know what | 
a neceſſity there 15of having of him, and what 
2 miſery 1t 15 to be without hitn, and 'what we. 
muſt do, if we would have any benefit in him? 
And do you verily believe that Chriſt Jeſus, and 
{ © none bithe, 1s the Saviour of the World, and 
that he hath both done and ſuffered, as the Scri- 
ptare$ Teſtifie of him ? Do you verily behevey 
: that theres no way to Heaven but Chriſt, that 
there ts no part to be had in him, but by Re 
nouncing all other I:ords,and all other Saviours 
and by adhering wholly unto him for all out 
. confolation and ſalvation ? And do yoa now 
defire from, the Heart to be made partaker off 
Chriſt 2 And do you ſincerely endeavour tf 
accept of him, and to ras big? And ca 
you be content for has ſake to forſake all thing 
and to undergo any nulery, rather then to pa 
with him 2 Can you be content to take hum (W 
we ſlay) For better or worſe, and not on} 
for your Jeſus, go ſave you from your-fins, b 
alſo for your Lord, cocommaind and ditÞoſle | 


er 
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T2 Cordial Comforts : 
you at his pleaſure ? Andisit your care toknoy' . | 
3 15W1ll? And is it your endeavour to yield him 
| an Univerſal Obedience ? And 1s it your pra- 
4 @aicemObedience unto him, to exerciſe your | 
ſelf to keep a Conſcience void of offence, both 
toward God'and toward Men, . and conſtantly, 
If and Conſcionably to deny all ungodlineſs and. 
1 Worldly Luſts; and to live godly, and righte- : 
| ouſly, andſoberly in this preſent World ? Do. 

'1.1 You thus accept of Chriſt, and ſubmit unto 
|. Him? Nay, I is your hearty defire and unfain-  \ 
\ _ ed endeavour fo to do? Then you may be ſure 
| that you have ſome degrees of true Faith in Je- 
|. - fus Chriſt, and therefore that Chriſt is yours, . 
- , that God 1s yours, that all is yours. For this is 
{; ' Juch a qualification as hath the promiſe, both , 
|. of the Lifethat now 15s, and alſo of that, that 1s. 
© | 20 come. CE pr a oe 
F | By theſe queſtions we may examine our con- 
| \*.dition. For after this manner 1s Faith wrought 
n Vin us - ſuch are the preparatives, ſuch is the »| 
WE | nature, and ſuchare the effe&s of a tre , 
|| jFaith, as are implied 1n theſe Queſtions ; fo 
\ that if we can m ſome good meaſure make un- 
| en mem: and afte&ionate anſwer to them all, 
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| then we may be ſare that we have a true Faith, 
1 Mn Chriſt : But if either we know him not, or 

| \'fdefire not to accept of him, or care not to obey 
9/*ena we have then cauſe to think that we do 

| {not belicye in tum ; and if we think otherwiſe, | 
| | L\ | vo 
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we do but deceive our own ſouls. \ 


*; ; a fainting S ol. . " _ 


Now if upon examination had, we find that 
we want Faith, we muſt be diligent, in uſing 
the mcans whereby to get it, which by reading 
and hearing of the Word of God, and con- 
ferring about it, For Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hear ng by the Word. It we find that we 
have this Faith, we miuſt be careful to keepit, 
and ſo increaſe it,' by the Word, by the Sacra- 
ments, and by Praytr. | 
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"i The Third Queſtion, ( 

£01 this that hath been ſpoken,another Queſt jor} 

Y 6 . nt . F 

Wr; may be raiſed to this putpoſe. TI do in ſome 
neafure know who Chriſt is, and I do believe he is 

a Saviour All-ſufficient, and that there is no other 

vay to Satvation, but him, atd that whoſoever be- 

zerh ins him ſhall nt periſh; And Imy ſelf would / 
believe in him; But how may I kno» that Þ | 
ht to believe in him, and that he inoitatr- 

(23th do concern me ? How may I know whe 

uld be welcome, or PW, if I ſhould * ſo bold 

me anto him * 

FSR |, Ae 
couragement kcrein, and that ws' 
zore boldly unto the Throne of 

t know,that Chriſt is a common 

he Saviour -of the World ; ant 

he allufftciency of his Merits, 
ng of thole, wholg nature he. 
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took, unto whom his merits.are not comthuns . 
cable ; neither is there any one, who in that 
reſpect may not truly be ſaid to be ſavable, The 
promiſe is made to you, and to your Children, and to 
all that be afar off, eVen as ,many as the Lord our 


God ſhall call, A&.2.39. Now if you defiro to 


doth call to believe m lima, .confider then whe- 
ther or no, you be ſenfible of your nuſery, and 
burdened with your fins; whether yeur delire_ 

be to be eaſed of your fins, and to be partaker 
of Chriſt, and of thoſe benefits and comfgrt: 
/ that be in him. For if we be thus quali 
' we may be confident that we are of the 
ber of thoſe, whom he doth ſeriouſly invite Q 
gome unto him, arid to depend upon him. And 
hereof you have ja witneſs of your ſelf, a 
Gods own hand to ſhew for it, to your. gre, 
. $Onfareg, For theſe are his own words; < 
#170 we all ye that labour and be heavy lad 
424] ojve you reſt, Mat.1 1.28: And ag 
any One Thirſt 5 let him came unto me ano 
John 7-27. Unto ſuch thirſty Souls w? 
lent, he camu og ſpeak peace to ugh 
Weary, and broke hearted, and 
ty ſuch as are bruiſed. So that 


know, whether you be one of thoſe, whom he. Z 


what a miſery it is to bein ſin, 
Saviour, have thereupon aneart 
delivered from this miſery, we 
that he calls upon us to come 


ar 


Fo” a Fainting Soul. 


tions : being thus qualified, we may come bold- 
ly, and upon our coming ſhall be fure to find 


reſt ; but without this Badge we have no war- 


rant atall to expett a welcome. They that do 
thus hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs ſhall be 


- filled ; but they that be rich in their own con- 
ceits, and are not fenſible of any wants, theſe. 


he "me empty away. 


, 


The Fourth Quiaſtion, -, 
Ur if Ifind that I want this ſorrow, what. 


bled for my fins: : . 
Aft wer, 


To this end let a Man examine himſelf by” 


the Law of God For by the Law is the 


knowledge of fin. And et him duly think. 
upon that fearful curſe of God, whereunto c-- 


very the leaſt fin doth make us hable. Lec 


him diligently confider, how ugiy and loath» 


{ome fin doth make us in the fight of God and 
| what a fearful thing it 1s tobe deprived of the 
| Love of God; and che joyes of Heaven, and 


what a miſery i it 15 to be expoſed to the Wrath -Þ 
of God, and the Torments of Hell. Let him. © 4 


ſoriouſly ponder. what a milery 1 1s to loſe 
the Soul. Let him throughly weigh the Na- 
tare of Fternity, and. the ſtrictnels of. that Ac-, 
coun thar iz to come ; and the ſeverity of that 
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Sentence, which in that laſt and. dreadful Day 
JThall be pronounced upon all 1mpenitent {in- 
- Ners, when they ſhall be adjudged to that ever-- 
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Cordial C om'orts 


Jaſting Fire, wnich is prepared for the Devil 


and his Angels. All theſe are of fingular uſe 
to wound our ſouls, and to effe&t our hearts 


with ſorrow for our fins. It is the Law that 
makes way for the Goſpel : for thus. Fob» the 
Baptiſt by denouncing the Judgments of. God 
upon wicked courſes, prepared the way for our 


bleſiced Sayiour. But eſpecially let him con« 
der, how great things God hath done for 


Him. For as there'1s no greater obligation to 
obedience, than the loving-kindnels of the Lord 
io there is no thing that doth more aggravate 


our fins, and ſo conſequently our miſery ; and 


therefore nothing that can tend more to the: 


breaking of the heart, than the conſideration of 
the bounty and long-ſuffering of God to us- 
wards, And this plainly appears by that courſe 


which the Prophet Nathan, at the Lords ap-. 


Pointment took with David, 2 Sam. 12. for by 
{ctting before his eyes Gods many and wonder- 
ful mercies vouchſafed, and his own extream in- 


gratitude and 111 requital of ſo great goodneſs, ' 


WU 


he was conſtrained to cry out with ſhame and" 
torrow, 1 have fenned againſt the Lord. 


And amoneſt all the mercies of God, there 


15 none that doth moxzedelerve to take up all our 


choughts, than that d<parture of Chriſt, which 
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2...» for a. Fainting Soul; : : . 1x9 
he accompliſhed at Feruſalem; neither is there | 
any thing that doth more tend; either to pre-- 
ſerve us from fin, or to humble us for our fail- | 
1ngs, than the death of our Saviour. - - 
- For, ſuppoſe--the Lord Jeſus ſhould: preſenc ' 


_ himſelf unto us, when weare about'to:commit - | 


any ſin, or after we have done it, as he was 
hanging upon the'Creſs, with his Sides Scour-- 
ged, his Face Buffeted, his Hands and Feet 
Nailed,' his Head Crowned with Thorns, his 
very Heart pierced, his whole Body upon the 
Rack, and Trickling down with Drops of 
Blood, ſpeaking -unto us after this or the like 
manner. . Behold, if ever ſorrows were like unto 
my ſorrows ; and yet all this was but the puniſh-" 
nent of thy ſins. It is thy fins that have brought. 
2e to all theſe Torments ; and canſt thou delight in 
that which was the cauſe of ſuch miſery? All this * 
have I done for thy good, and is this the requital of | 
7y Love? I have born thy fins, that thou mighte(t 
be eaſed, mine hands were bound, that thine might 
be freed; my Sides were Scourged, that thine wight - 
be ſpared; my Cheeks were Buffeted, that thine 
might be Kiſt : my Head was Crowned with © 
1 horns, that thine night be Crowned with Glory x 
and is this thy kindneſs. to thy Friend, thus to re- 
turn me hatred fer my goed-will £ Haſt thou net 
put me 10 pains enough already, but that thou muſe... ©. 
Rake in my Wounds, and make a ſport of my miſery? *: 
6 if thov wilt nit pity me, yet pity thy ſelf. For - 
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18 Cordial Comforts 


Q can that be light to thee, which coſt me ſo heavy ? or 
|| ſhalt thou eſcape the Cup, that art a ſmner , when 


my Beloved Father would not ſpare me that was 
but a Surety, 

Suppoſe (I ſay ) that the Lord Jeſus Thould 
preſent himſelf and ſpeak unto us, after this or 
the Iike manner ; would not ſacha fight make 
our Bowels to yern, and ſuch Words cut us to 
the very heart ? Doubtleſs it were enough to 


make the dryeſt eyes to with for Tears of Blood, 


and the hardeſt heart of the moſt obſtinate Sin- 


ner, to become 1n the midft of his Body like 


melting Wax, thus to liear and look upon him 
whom they have pierced : yea 1t 15 1mpoffible 
far any man to think on this, and to go on-in 
11a, but ſuch as conld be content to Cructhe a- 
gain the Lord of Glory. 

And thus you ſee, what are the chiefeſt helps 
to Humiliation, and by what means our Hearts 
may be brought to be deeply afteted with ſor- 
row for our lins. 

Hereupon a timerous Heart wil be ready to 
reply yet turtheratter this manner : 


The Fifth Queſtion. 


FD Y this courſe, and by theſe and the like Medi- 


AY» taiidns, T confeſs that I have been breught in 


ſome Meaſuie:to:be. ſerry for my Sims, and now 1 
and it is my deſire 
zo belicue in Chfaſk but d fear lat Jam not enuugh 


would fan be caged of them ; 


EET —__Humbled, 
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for a Fainting Soul. " 
Humbled ; I fear I have not ſo great a meaſure of 
Sorrow, as may make me capable of this Invita- 
tions; and my Heart 1s ſo hardened, that I cannot 
grieve and mourn for my Sins ſo much as Tſhoutd, | 
and would do; and therefore I fear, that as yet I | 
have no right to the Comforts of the Goſpel : 
EL Anſwer. 

True 1t 1s, that Sorrow for $in makes ready 
att Heart prepared for the Lord; and as uſu- | 
ally in the courſe of Nature, there 1s no Birti IM 
without ſome pain; So 1n the work of Grace, -* 

- there is no regeneration, ( that of Infants Y, 
Baptiſm excepted ) without ſome Sorrow. Bp 
as there are Degrees of pain 1n the Natur} W 
Birth: So in the Degrees of Spiritual Birth, WM 
there are Degres of Sorrow, Some Women |: 
have a quick diipatch, others have a more re-1l 
dious Travel : and ſo it 1s in the New Birch, if 
all are not pai!ned alike. - Some there be thar}t. 
g0 mourning all the day long, yea, day after: 
day, wh2:225 unto others, heavineſs indures 
but as 1t were for a night, and joy comech inf 
the morning, We muſt know therefore, ana! 
that for our comforr tint it 13 not the quantity} 
but the quality of Sorrow, that God looks atW 
ter ; nenther matt ers it lo muca, how'great oul 
Sorrow be, as how true it 15. . 

If a Youth, upon due examination bs found 
fit for the Univerſity, bis Tuco: never demand 
how long he hath þeen at Sch29}, how harfal 
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 . he hath been dealt withal; how often he hath 
{| been Wiupt, hefore he could come to that per- 

Þ\ : fection; all that he looks after 1s, whether or 
4 no he be fit toþe admutred.:. So it fares with us: 
1 the Law 15-0ur School-maſterto bring us unto 
{\| "Chriſt ; and this it doth, partly by. diſcovering 
{\.. unto us our {tns, whereby.we ſee that .we need 
|, Saviour : and partly by threatning of us with 
(|, the Curſe, whereby we are made more -careful 
<0 look out after this Saviour, and more. willing 
ro accept of him, and for our.own .caſe- to ſub- 
4 wt unto him, when once we have found him. 
{| Tw when we.can. be content to accept of 
\ Ariſt upon. any Terms, then are we ready for 
\ mm, then arewe-fit to be admitted into him. 
. ndwhen we-do ſeek unto Chriſt for this ad- 
{\. tiftion, he regards not ſo much, how long we 
'}. re at School under theLaw, howoften we were 
\ aſhed by1it, or how ſorely we have ſmarted un+ 
|. Jerit; but all that he looks after is, whether 
\\. vebe fitto come unto im. Conſider there- 
|: 5re with your ſelf, had you ever ſuch a fight 
nd forrow for your fins, as made you weary of 
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1; 2m, 2nd out of loye with them, and willing 
|| 7 be caſegla#them, and defirous of Intereſt in 
| :hriſt, apF2dy to accept of Chriſt upon any 
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Wat ay. 


| k'rms rather: than to go withoue him 2? 151t your 
| {{1ef that(yon cannot be more ſorrowful, and 
\{> not-you'defire as much to be kept from fin 
| jt the tthe'to'come, 'as to have all wh Pa: 
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doned that 1s paſt ?- Surely;-1t you ſtand thus afs** 7] 
fected, then are you fitted and made ready for 
Chriſt ; and whether your ſorrow were great 
or little, yet 1t 1s a token, that 3t was-atrue and 
a godly ſorrow, becauſe it worketh repentance 

unto Salvation, never to be repented of: 
' Tt maay be yet further obje&ed, thus : 


| The Sixth Queſtion. pp 
" Confeſs that I have been grieved for my ſins,aud 
& 1 have been deſireus to believe in Chriſt ; but L 
fear that my Sorrow is n0t good, nor my Faith [cund, 
becauſe my Obedience 1s ſo faulty; for I am not ſo 
willing to forſake all my fins, nor ſo careful to yield 
Chriſt Obedience, as 1 ſhould be ; or if I am wil-. 
ling ſo to do, yet mine infirmities aud my failings' | | 
are fucb,' aud ſo many, that 1 fear my Sorrow an il. 
my Faith, are not ſuch as they ought to be, pl 
| en # Anſwer, _e x 
Certain it 15, that ſorrow for {in willnothinez:. | 
avail us, without amendment of Life; the i 

wicked muſt forſake his wayes, it he expect par- 
don, Iſa. 55. 7. And it is he that confeſſeth his | 
fins, and forſaketh them, that ſhall find- Mercy, "1 
Prov. 28. 13. If we willingly allow our ſelves MW 
in the practiſe of any thing dilpleating untoe'# 
God, our condition 15 dangerous. If we ſay ii 
that we abide in Chriſt, we maſt walk as hs 
walked, or elſe we deceive our own Souls, 1b 
2, 6, If we ſay that we have fellowſhip with God, M 
7 anal 
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and yet walk in Darkneſs, we Lye, and the Truth 
2s mot in us, 1 foh 1.6. And if it be not our 
Study and Exzrcife to yield Chriſt an Uniwerſal 
Obedience,*%Eur Faith 1s but Preſumption, our 
'] Peace 1s bur $2cority, our Hopes are but Sha- 
| dows, and our ExyeRation will periſh. © 

4: But if we have an hearty defire, and a ſincere 
\'; endeavour in all things to hve Honeſtly, we 
"} 3n4y not from our failings and imperfe&ions 
/| preſently conclude that we are not ſanaified at 
\ all,that we have no Faith,no Intereſt in Chriſt, 
no Love of Godin us. For perfe&tion 1s not. | 
Io be attained unto, while we be in the Body ; 
but fincerity 15 that which may be had, and af- 
. | Fordsunto us matter of Comfort ;. for the Lord 
(|; Ioyes. them that follow after Righteouſneſs, Pro, 
+ 15.9. And they whole fincere defire and en- 
\.+ deavour it is to have reſped to all the Com- 
[|| mandments, are accepted of him. If 1t be our 
\\\unfeigned defire, ſtudy and endeavour, in obe- 


(-$ 


i dience unto Chriſt, to do whatſoever he com- 
Wy |! mandeth ; if it be our care to cleanſe our ſelves 
St from all filchineſs both of fleſh and ſpit, and 
Nizo perfe& Hohnels in the fear of God, and net 
|l.wickedly co depart from himin any thing : IT 
38 if 1t be our unfergned defire, Rtndy and 
| endeavour ſo to do, we may ſafely conclude, 
Iomwithitanding all our 4mperfections, thatour 
Miforrow 15 g00d, and our Faith found, and that 
eur finsare pardoned”, and our ſeryice is note 
et 5; £2 
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Cordial Comforts 23 
ted and our ſouls ſhall be ſaved.Forin Gods ac- 
 connit and acceptation, that goes for a cleatr 
life, which 1s not {tained with wilful pollutions, 
and whoſe obedience 1s extended to he utmoſt. 
of his knowledge, and hath witkal a purpoſe. 
to attend what God ſhall hereafter make him 
know to be finful; to that Man 1s allowed the 
Opinion of gracious. : 


. . ne . vi ] 

See further in this pointin anſwer to Objel. 
ction, 15. : | ; | 
The Seventh Queſtion. - | 


Frheſe things be ſo, T find then that my condition 

at the preſent is good ; and if I were ſure to Dye | 
7a this Eſtate ,Imake no doubt but T ſhould be happy.' . | 
But I fear that IT ſhall nt continue in this conditiong K 
for my Enemies are many, and Mighty, and Craf- 
ty, and Watchful, and I my ſelf are prone to ſin, 
and apt to fall from my 9wn ſtedfaſineſs ; and 1 find 
by experience that many who have begun inthe ſpi- 
rit, have ended in the fleſh, and their latter ends have 
been worſe than their beginnings, This mates me 
to fear that I ſhall not continue faithful unto the | 
Death ; and et without this contmuance, T ſhall ne- |! 
ver obtain the Crown of Life. Ns 

21 Wer. 

All theſe things I confeſs are true ; ſuch are 
our Enemies, ſuch 15 our weakneſs ; and the 
miſery of thoſe that do turn back from the Holy 
Commandment given unto them, 1s ſnch that 
that it had bee better for them not to have 
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[i 24 Cordial Comforts 
M known .the way of Truth, 2 Per.2. 21, For 
they ſhall loſe thoſe things that they have 
done, and their Portion ſhall bewith Unbele- 
vers. So that a Man cannot chuſe but have 
cauſe to fear. Neverthelets there 1s comfort 1n 
God againſt this fear alfo ; yea, this very fear 
of falling away hath in it matterof Conſolation, 

or 1t 15 a means to keep us from departing from 
God, "7er.32. 49. And Twill make an everlaſting 
Covenant with them, that I will not turn away 
from them, to do them good 5 but Twill put my fear 


| 3n their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me, 
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Many there be that having begun well, do 
| yetatlength grow weary of well-doing, and fo 
' Joſe what they have done; and therefore let him 
that thinketh that he ſtandeth, take heed leſt 
he fall : But yet let not our Hearts be troubled 
let us not be diſmay'd with fear, for the perſe- 
verance of ſuch as are 7utified and Sandified in 
Deed and in Truth, 1s certain, and the Founda- 
tion of God ſtandeth ſure, the Lord knoweth 
' who are his, and he knoweth how to deliver 
' them out of Temptation. In further anſwer to 
this Objection, and the better to comfort us a> 
gainſt this fear, take ſpecial , notice of theſe 
Texts of Scriptures, 1 Pet. 1.5. Who are kept by 
the Power of Goa by Faith unto Salvation, ready 
to be revealed in the laſt time. Joh. 10.27, 25; 


1” 29. My Sheep bear my voice, and I know them, 
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al Life, and 5hey ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall 
- any Man pluck them out of my hand. My Father 
which gave them me; 1s greater than all ; and no 
Man 1s able toplack them out of my Fathers hand, 
2 Chron. 16.9, For the Eyes of the Lord run to 
and fro throughout the whole Earth, to ſhew him 
ſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them whoſe heart is per- 
fed towards him, | 
"The Eighth Queſtion. 

TD U: zf the perſeverance and ſo Salvation of ſuch 
"I-Þ as are in Deed aud in Truth the Saints of God, 
te ſo ſure and certain , what mean #hoſe frequent 
Caveats which we meet with in theScriptare? 
What mean thoſe frequent Exhort ations to perſevey 
TANces Oo | > | 


Anſwer, 
The perſeverance of ſuch 1s ſure and certaing 
howbeit God brings it to paſs by means; it 1s 
: wrought in them by God, -and Fet their own en- 
deavours alſo are required ; and theſe Caveats 
and Exhortations arethe means which God hath 
| Sanctified for their Preſervation from Apoſtacy 
| Caveats we have many, and many threatn- 
ings ; Exhortations many, and many promules; 
ſuchas are, Take heed to your ſelves." Watch inal 
things. Be ſtedfaſt and unmoyeable;'convtinye faith- 
ful unto the death, and Twill give the#rhe Crown 
of Life. The latter end of back-/liders ſhall be 
worſe then their beginning, &c, © By whichyand 
bther like paſlages, we are not to think oor 
4 : | | de on £1220 
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26: Cordial Comforts 
that perſeverance is in our own Power, or that 
the.condition of Gods peculiar People is muta- 
ble.1n regard of him ; but they do imply how 
prone we are to fin, 1in regard of our ſelves; 
and they ſhew that our own endeavours are re- 
uired for the working out of our Salvation, as 
Moy aro the means ſandtified of God, for the 
preventing of fin, and for the exciting of our - 
care, and fo for the preſerving of us unto his 
Heavenly Kingdom. © 
And whereas we are faid to be kept by the 
Power of God ; we may not ſo underſtand it, 
as if we our ſelves night in the mean time fit 
{till and do nothing : We are kepr by God, 
and yet we alſo muſt keep our ſelves : It iszGod 
that keepeth us, and yer we allo muſt Watch 
and Pray. But we are {aidto be kept by God 
for our greater encouragment. For it our en- 
deavours be {tacere, though they be but weak, 
yet they will be effefual, becauſe we have ſuch 
a'mighty helper ; and withal 1: 1s to teach us,to 
whom we ought to aſcribe all the Glory when 
onr endeavours become effeftual. It 1s God 


2 tar muſt have the Glory of 1t, for it 15 by his 


Power that we are kept, who worketh in us 


both to will and to do, of his own good plea- 


jnre. 
2 ſtrong therefore in the Lord, and in the. 

$$ nv eogad 6M 
Power of his might 5; he that 1s with us 1s migh- 
terthen they that bg againſt vs, And therefore 
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for a Fainting Soul. 27 
weneed not fear; for neither the power, nor 
the policy of Heli ſhall prevail au the Peor 
ple of God ; and the Mouth of the Lord hathi 
fpoken 1t, Aatt, 16. 18. 


The Ninth Queſtion? 

Make no doubt of the Power of God, I know thai: 
EL he ts able to keep that which T have committed 
unto him ; But I doubt of his Will, I fear that ba 
will not do it, j 

Anſwer. 

- Yurely this 1s a needleſs fear; for his Love -1s 
everlaſting, his Gifts and Calling are wthoms, 
Repentance; and whom he loveth, to the end} }F | 
he loveth them. And therefore fear not, :hej. ® | 
Lord will not forſake bis People, for his own Names} i 
ſake, becauſe it hath pleaſed him to make you hisy || 
People, 1 Sam. 12.22. So that if once he hathy 
loved us ſo well, as to ſet us apart for himſelf x: W| 
he loveth himſelf bztter , then to forſake us..; i | 
And thongh our unworthine(s deſerve that God *! 
fhould deny us, yer bis Faithfulnefs 1s ſuch Þ | 
that he cannot deny himſelf. 8 

Think therefore upan his Love, Meditdtey Þþ, ; 
upon his Power, call co mind his Pronnuſe, for- |! 
get not his Truth, and commuic the keepirig of | 
your Soul unto him 1n well doing. Care you | f 
ro do well, God will care for the reſt : For be 4! 
preſerveth the Souls of his Saints,he delivereth thena bi 
ont of the Hand of the Wicked, Flal. 79, 15, 
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Cordial Comforts 
It ſeeing that mine own endeavours are re . 
quired for the working out of my Salvation 
and ſeeing that my aſſurance of Salvation cannot 
be ſound, unleſs my Care und Diligence, in the con- 
frant uſing of all good means tending thereunto, be-- 
every way anſwerable: ſhew me I pray you by - 
what means 1 may be enabled to continue patiently 
in ell doing, that fo at the laſt I may obiam Etere 
nal Life. 


| _Hereunto many things are uſeful, the chicfeſt 
1. of which are theſe following : 


&* 


''\\ * I. Labour tobe ſincere, by confidering that all. 
|. | Our. wayes are before God. - 'To walk before 

| God 15sthe way to be perfect, and Sincerity 1s - 
|... the way to perſeverance. .For the Righteous | 
| ſhall hold on his way, and he that hath clean -- 
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h! Hands, ſhall grow ſtronger and. ſtronger, Fob 
'i* 17.9. buthe whoſe heart 15 not upright before - 
111, God, will ſtart aſ1dein the time of Tryal, See 

Nap Tohn OO RE Wen OE. N 
Nh; 2, Labour to overcome the World, that fo net- ' 
4.ther the cares and glory of it may too deeply 
| affe&t us, nor yer. the croſſes and troubles of it, - 
| {i/:00 much” affright us. For each. of theſe are 
\F3reathindrances to.the practice of Piety. Per- | 
{Atcutionis that heat that doth wither the Word, | 
Wind by it fomeare made to deny their Maſter ; _ 
fs hot ns. . 
that 
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for Fainting Souls, '29-. MW: 
that choak' the Word, and a means whereby it 
becomes unfruitful, For the love of Money is 
the root of all evil, which while ſome have coveted 
after, they have erred from the Faith, 1 Tim. 6.10 
Arm your ſelf therefore againſt both theſe; and 
to this end conſider with your ſelf, and think 
often upon that of our Saviour, Mat. 16. 26. 
What is a Man profited if he ſhall gain the whole 
World, and loſe his own Sul? and upon thar, 
Mat.$. 38. He that is aſhamed of me, of him will 
the Son of Man be aſhamed, &c. ana upon that 
2:Tim. 2.12. If we Suffer with him we (hall 
Reign with him : but if we deny him, he will alſo 
deny us. And Learn to giſcern between thoſe 
things that be ſeen, and the things that be not 
ſeen : For the things that be ſeen, are but Tem- 
poral, but the things which are not ſeen are 

eternal, 2 Cor.4.18. _ TR 
4. Watch in all things, for our Enemies are 
many, and ſecurity 1s dangerous, and Sin 1s ſo 
decettful, that it will quickly harden us : and 
enis 15 certain, a man never yields to his own 
corrupt diſpoſition for the commutting of any 
Evil, but he is orditanily more willing to the | 
ſecond AR, than to" the firit 5 and who can. 
tell how far he may go aſtray, that doth but þ 
Once give way to tneir own Corruption? | 

. 4+ Labour to grow in Grace, and in the know- 

ledg of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrilt, by 
coniiJering/that our livour cannot be in vain i 
in I 


oo LE. 


'ZO Cordial Comferts © | 
in the Lord. This endeavour to grow in Grace 
15.4 ſpecial means to keep us from being drawn 
away with the error of the Wicked : but ſtan- 
ding ſtill, is the danger of turning back, and 
luke-warmneſs 1s the way to grow Key-cold. 
5. Deſpiſe not Prophecying : it you would 

not quench the Spirit; if wa would not be. 
weary of well-doing, we muſt wait upon the 
word :. For that is able to build us up, and to give 
us an Inheritance among them that are San#ifed 
Act. 20.32. TEE ER: _ 
 Andlaſtly, We muſt Pray without ceaſing,that 
he who hath begun a good work in us, would 
alſo finiſh it, and grant that our whole Spirit, 
Soul and Body may be kept blameleſs unto the 
coming of our Lord Jeſtis. This 1s the way 
to continue in well-doing, and ſo running we 
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| Anſwer, _ TIS 
 Doubtleſs if our. Souls be cared for, other 
F' things may the leſs troubie us 5 howbeit a- 
PF gainſt thoſe chings allo there 1s matcer of com- 
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for Fainting Souls, ; Ne J 

we have need of: and if we be of his Family,” || 
he will be ſure to provide for us. He 1s able: 
enough to help us; for the whole Earth is the 


we:have no cauſe to doubt, for he. hath promis! 
ſed, tbat if we ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God 
and his Righteouſneſs, all theſe things ſhall be: 
added, as 1t were over and above, and into the 
Bargain, Mat.6.33. and he hath ſaid, That het 
will withhold na good thing from them that fear; 
him, Pſal.34.9,10: Whereupon we may ſafely 
conclude, that if he keep any thing from us, 1t 
will be.good for us to be without 1t : fo that 
we may well fay with the Prophet David, The. 
Lord is my Shepherd, I cannot want, Pfal. 23. 1. 
Por he that hath. given us Chriſt, how ſhall he not, 
with him alſo freely give us all things ? Rom. $.32. 
© The Twelfth Queſtion. ; 
* Have been a Man of S orrows,. and acquainted, 
with Grief ; IT have gone through much miſery 
already, and many are the Croſſes and troubles that: 
are upon me at the preſent, and 1 fear that there be. 
more and worſe yet to come': ſothat ſometimes '1* 
begin to think that the Lord doth -not: lowe me, and I ; 
am ready to doubt what will become of me; and I 
fear that my patience wilt one day be tryed, and. 
that 1 ſhall faint in the day of Evil, - Shew me. 
therefore, 1 pray you, how 1 may be comforted againſt; 
this Fear, and bow I may... bg enabled. to Wade, 
Rb rough 
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throuzh all with Chriſtian Patience ? 
Anſwer, OY. 

+ True-1t 15, that the crofles and tronbles which 
| Men ſhall meec withal in the way to Heaven, 
are matters of offence, and unto ſome they are 
very powerful, turning them back from the 
hope laid before them, to the embracing of this 
preſent World. Burif we would think .upon 
things aright, in the midſt of Miſery;we ſhould 
have comforts enough to refreſh , our .Souls. 
. Nether 15 there any crouble that can befal us, 
11 the midſt of which they have not matter of _ 
ſtrong conlolation, wow being jxft ified by Faith, 
are at peace with God, through Feſus Chriſt, . 

| Nowto the end that we may be the better 
comforted againſt all crofles, let us make uſe of 
theſe few cont1derations following : 

1. Conlider that it 1s no new or ſtrange 
thing to be exercited with afflictions ; neither . 
are crotles and troubles of themſelves an Ar- 
gument of Gods hatred, but rather a token of 
his love, and a witneſs of our Adoption, if we 
bear them patiently, and make good uſe of 
them. There 1s not any afftiition Incident 
to the nature of Man, which ſome one or o- 
ther, even of Gods own dear Servants and 
Children, have not been exerciſed withal. 
Look upon Devid and Faceb, and Foſeph and 
Tov, and Paul, and all that cloud of Witneſics 
made mention. of, Heb, 11, and we Jhall hn 
£122t 
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for a Fainting Soul. 


that through many afti&ions, they all. entred 
into the Kingdomoft God. Nay, look upon 


the Captain of our Salvation, and we ſhall find 
that even he himſelf was made perfe& through” 
lsfterings, Heb.2.10. and this muſt needs be a: 
. ſpecial means to enable us tobear all with' the 
reater patience, when we ſhall know andcon--. 


? 


f1der, thar though our afidtion be for number. 
many, and for nature grievous, yet they are 


» 


but the meaſure of our Betters. 


2. Conlider that God hath promiſed never 
. to leave us nor forfake us, Hb. 13. 5. and his 


prefence alone 1s {upport ſufficient even in the 
worſt of mufertes. How can F 


hath made the like promiſe unto us, and there- 


fore if he bid us go into troubles; 1f he come. 
mand us to waik through the Valley of the 
ſhadow of Deach; yet we need fear no evil, as 


5 | 7 6 
can be againſt us? Rom.s.31. 


' 3. Conſider, thatunto ſuch as do: believe in 
Chriſt, the nature of afflictions 15 wholly al- 
tered ; for their ſting 1s pulFd our, and their 


long as he 15 with us; for if God be withas, who 


bitterneſs 15 allay'd,, they may favour of Anger, 
of Wraththey do not : Crofies they may be, 
Curſes they are not: they may be Chaſtile- | 
ments for our Correaion, but they are not. 
For Chrtt .: 

hath 


Tidemencs for our . Contaſion, 
C2 | 
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acob be afraid 
to go down into Egypt, when God himſelf hath - 
{31d, he will go with him? Gey, 46. 34. God - 
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hath ſuffered whatever Wrath was due unto us 
by reaſon of our fins; and it we be once re- 
conciled unto God by Faith in Ghriſt, there 1s 
more matter of comfort in the aſſurance of his 
love, than there can be of deje&ion 1in the 


greateſt trouble. þ 


4. Conſider that God intends nothing but 
ood unto us, 1n his ſharpeſt dealings with us : 
Por it 15 all to humble us, and to prove us, and 
to do us good at our latter end; all is for our 
profit, that we may be partakers of his Holti- 
nefs. For hereby he reforms what hath been 
amils 1n us 1n times paſt ; hereby our iniquity ſhall 
be purged, and this isthe fruit, to take away onr fin, 
Iſa1.27.9. 


Hereby he prevents {1n in us for the time to 


come, as he did Pai!, unto whom there was 
fent the Meſſenger of Satan to buffet him, leſt 
he ſhould have been exalted above meaſure, 
2 Cor. £27. | 


Hereby he doth wean.us from the Love of G 


the World and worldly Vanities. As long as 
all goes well with us, we are ready to fay with 
Peter, It is goed to be bere:; but when once we 
begin to be afflicted, then preſently with the 
Prodigal, our minds are home-wards, | 
Hereby he deals with us as the Husband-man 
doth by the Vine, he pares and prunes us, to 
make us the more fruitful, Foh.1 5.2. 
Hergby he doth exerciſs our Faith and Pa- 
dont ow HENCE 


a means to perſwade us to Patience : for if we 


for a FAanrmmpg SOlh. ——_ 
tience, and makes'trial of our ſincerity, as h®© 


did by Fob. And fo in this he layes the ground 
of our greater Glory : for greater afflictions 
require greater patience ; and the greater our 
patience'1s, the greater ſhall be our Nirnts hap- 
pineſs. _ 

' Andthe conſideration of this muſt needs be 


can willingly endare ſmarting-water for the 
clearing of our eyes; and bitter Pills, and 
ſharp Lances for the Health of our Bodies * IE 
mugh more ought we to bear with patience the | } 
{marting hand of the Almighty God for the |}: 
health of our Souls. There 1s no afflicion ins F |. 
deed joyous for the preſent, but grievous ; but 
after 1t worketh the peaceable fruit of Rightes 
ouſneſs to ſuch as are exerciſed thereby, Heb. 
L2.1E, 
* Conſider that if wedo continue faithful un- 
to death, we ſhall receive a Crown of life. And J|. 
if we do but have an eye to that recompence || | 
of reward, we ſhall eaſily be drawn, as Moſes || 
was, to eſteem the reproach of Chriſt greater, |: 
than the Treaſures of Eg1pt; and to Cchuſe ra- Þ 
ther to ſuffer afflition with the People of God | 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſony/ 4; 
Heb.11.25,26. For the happineſs of that King- | 
dom which is to come, is ſuch, that our bleſſed: }/ 
Saviour accounts it matter of comfort againſt F | 
all trac whatſogygr, as it doth plajnly appear by, | 
fon nn nit rh inn ee nn ns C3 a thoſs | 
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choſe words of his, Luk. 12. 32. Fear not Itttle 
flo, k ;for tc is your Fathers good pleaſure to give 
you the Kingdom. Where the only Argument 
that he makes uſs of for the encouraging of 
bis Intle Flock, is the hopes ' of the Kingdom. 
And again by thar place, Mat. 5.11,12. Bleſſed 
are ye, when Men ſhall revile you, and perſecute 
ou, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil : nay of ou for 
my. Nambr /ake, Repoyc ce ond be exceed mn; glad, 
for grea: IS JOur. 7: ward tn Heaven, for ſv perſecu- 
ted to:y the Prophets which ers bifore Jen, 
 Waerem qur Saviour dorh heatten his Diſci- 
pics againit Perſecution, only upon this ground, 
I becautocher reward ſhould be great 11 Heaven. 
| And ſurely in St. Pau/s computation, the pre 
Fa - aha 1s not . worthy th: ſpeak: 
of , regard of that gtiory thas 
ſhall be KF +: Row. 8, 18. . neither 15 
thee indeed any compariſon at all betwe Neg 
them ;. for the one. 1s but a light and momen- 
tary affliction, the other is a far more exceed- 
ing and eteinal weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17, 
So that this goodnels of God in the Land of 
the living, is enough to keep us from fainting 
under the heavieſt Burden ; for though our 
outward Man decay, yet while we have an eye 
tQ this joy ſet before us, our 1nward Man will 
It be renewed day by day. Fitly therefore is the 
lis HoÞO of this happinets, called the 4nchor of the 
Wl $95, and the Helme! f Salvation + for by this 
|| Es Ancivor, 
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Anchor we are preſerved 1n the deep w ate's, 
by this Helmet we are protected in the times OF 
danger ; and by flying unto this hope, we ai© 
fure to find rc ge in the day of evil. 

And thus we may be comforted againſt evils 
preſent. Nov as for thoſe thatare yer to come 
we may thus reſolve, ettier they ſhall Not TO ak 
all : for God will ſtand DetWCen us ana harm, 
and keep us quiet tom fear of evil: without 


tis providence nothing can befal ns,an.i my 


fore nothing ſhili befal to do us hurt: For 
15 2 God that delighteth in the proſperity of his 
Servants. 
Or it they do co: ne, yet < Lord will deliver 
#5 out of all, ther - {hail be an end. Enlaige- oF 
ment will come, and he will delrver his People, F 
even becauſe he hath a favour IO chem. * F{ 
And 1 the mean ume, he 29:1 ſupport us in 
them, till deliverance do come : and bis Grace 
will be ſufficient for us. For God is faithful,and 
Will not ſuffer us to be rempred ubove that we are 
able : but with the remip! ation alſo make away to 
eſcape;that we may be able to bear it, | CM.10.13- 
And he wall alſo give us benefut by them: for | 
he maketh all to. work together for good to | 
thoſe uh! Iact love him, Rom. .? 15, And thus We 1 
may be COMFOrted againſt our fears allo. In a # 
word, there $1100C Can know the way to hea- $: 


Ven, better than he that dwells there. And Fi 


therefore Vy hich Way {ever God le ags US, TS. | 
Sat FOR 18 
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wy fafe to follow. him. 'The uncaſineſs of the 
W way, makes us think that it 1s the fartheſt way 

About ; but the Lord knows it is the next way 

Home. And whatſoever they ſeem to us, yet 

all the wayes of the Lord are mercy and truth, un- 


2 


( 


imonies,'P/al.25.10. _ 


The Thirteenth Queſtion: 
| burdenſome, and there are no ſorrows like 
emnto my ſorrows ; and this is that, that doth ſ6 
break my heart, and arink up my ſpirit. 
Eo Eo” 1 A 
This is anſwered in a word. Tt is but a con- 
-ceit of our'own, to think our own troubles the 
worſt, when as indeed they, are but common 
temptations, but ſay the worſt, grant that there 
[| be none like them; yet. if we ſhall compare 
| them either with that which we have deſerved, 
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"7 Suffered ; or with that werght of Glory that 


IN ſhall be revealed, we ſhall then eſteem them all 


Wy AS nothing. . And. as great as they are, uf we 
64 would but look up and conſider duly from 
[#F whence they come, even that alone is enough 


Wh id, He was dumb and opened not his mouth, cons 
% didering who ad 1t, P/a/, 39. 9. 
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to ſuch as keep his Covenanc, and his Teſti- 


| Y troubles are great, exceeding weighty and 


As. ae. 2. ind A 0-. aff 


I or with that which Chriſt himſelf for us hath 


[99 xo make us patient : for thus it was with Da- 
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The FourteenthQueſtion: - 
But my affli&tion is ſuch, that I am kept from enjoy- 
ing the Liberty of the Houſe of God, and from 
praiſing him im the Congregation. 
anos Mis Anſwer. | 
.. This muſt needs be troubleſome to Mindes 
well affeaed ; howbeit if God himſelf reſtrains 
ts, we nay then be ſure that he-requires nat 
our preſence. Andin ſuch a caſe, by our de- 
fires be with the Congregation, even that delire 
-will be ſufficient, Neither 15-the Lord fo con- 
fined to the Congregation, ' but that he 15 near 
to all, that call upon him faithfully whereloe- 
ver they be, when neceflity, and not negle& 
15 the reaſon of their-abſence. And beſides all 
this, if at any time, by reafon of Age or Sick- 
neſs, we are not able to do thoſe things which 
we dodelire, and did perform 1n the time of 
our health and ſtrength, then ſhall a willing 
Mind be well-pleaſing unto God, and good de- 
| fires ſhall be accepted. Yea, furthermore, 
* thiswe muſt know-for our conſolation ; that a 
Patient ſubmiting to the good will of God, is a 
worſhiping of him, as appear: by thatFob rt. 20, 
21, whereFob is ſaid to worſhip God, when he 
did with Patience and contentedneſs ſubmit un- 
to him : This is indeed a gloritying of God, 
and herein we acknowledge him to be our 
God, and in thus ſubmitingwe ſhall perform 
unto God as good ſgrviee as gyer we did 1n all 
Þ OTST NG HR OBOLC 
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our Lives. For this 1s the paſſive part of true 
Obeaience, and the Tryal of {incerity 1n other 
things. To ſerve the Lord when all goes well 
with us, 15 much; and 1t 15 altogether as much, 
if not more, to reſolve to truſt in hin, though 


he ſhould Kill us. And if we can with Fob 


hold faſt our Righteonſne(s, and in the hour of 


Temntation not fall away, this 1s a true Note 

of pure Religion, and a mamfeſt Argument of. 

Sincerity and "Truth, | 

The Fifteenth Queſtion. 

A et after all this I muſt dye; and when 
a few years are come, 1 (hall go theway 

whence I jhall not return : and the fear cf Death 

doth much amaze me. b 

Anſwer. 

Verily there 1sno (old Reaſon why it ſhould; 
for God hath given us Victory over Death it 
ſelf; through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The 
Death of Chriſt was the Death of Death. 


Death faftning upon him, to whom 1t was not 


due, loſt its ſting, and ſo became leſs able to 
hurt thoſe that had deſervedit. @hriſt hath 
pul'd out the ſhng3of Death, by dying for {1n ; 
{o that now, like a Bee,or Snake without a ſting, 
it may buzze a bout. us and fright us, but 1t can- 
not hurt us. All the hurtthat Death can do to 
ſuch 25s believe in the Lord Jeſus, 15 to free 
them out of Priſon, to pur an end to their days 
of fin, to Garry them home to their Father; 

on: eo: eo os 
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for FF faintino Soul, 4 
tolet them into ther Maſters joy, to pull down 
thoſe Mouldring Cottages wherein they dwell, 
and to build them up to immortality. For if 
we believe that Jeſus died and roſe again, them 
alſo that {Jeep in Jeſus, ſhall Gad bring with him, 
and they {hall be for ever with the Lord. And 
of this Hippineſs the worlt kind of death that 
can betall us, cannot deprive us. A. Man may 
dye in Poverty, he my dye with extremity of 
Tormeats, he may dye by common Calanuties; 
and yet he may dye 1n Faith ; gand fo dying his: 
End fhall be Peace: For ble{jed are the dead which 
dye in the Lord; even ſo ſaith the Spirit, 8&c. Rev. 
I4. 13. So that if we did bat throughly unders 
{rand the nature of Dexth. and what 1t 1s to the 
People of God, we thould be fo far of being a- 
fraid of 1t, that with St. Pau/, Ie ſhould rather 
deſire to be deſoled, becauſe then we ſhould be with' 
Chriſt, which #s the beſt of all. Sor : 

 Toſhurt up this point, ana fo likewiſe the 
whole matter concerning att tions, this letme. 
add to allthe reſt, that 1f we dehre to get good | 
by theſe Meditations, and to be upheld with, } 
Comfort inthe time of trouble, we muſt con-'4 | 
tinue' inſtant 1n Prayer. "This 1s that Receipt) % 
which the Holy Ghoſt preſcribes to all forts of 
Perſons, againit all manner of grievances what: 
foever, fames 5.23, This1s the Remedy thatÞ 
15 alwayes at hand, and never out of ſeafon$ 
Yea, this 1s that Meſſenger which being difeJur! 
Fr patch @@v0&! 
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patch'd aright, was never ſent empty aways 
Beheve.1t, If a Man were in a Cafe more deſpe- 
rate then Death, in a place worſe then Hell, 
et if there he could pray heartily, he ſhould 
ind comfort and ſtrength, even beyond Hope: 
for our Prayers uſe to be with the utmoſt of our 
Hopes, if not beyond them, and yet God doth 


ule to be better tous than our Prayers, © 
The Sixteenth Queſtion. 

' See now that there is matter. enough of Sulid. 
L Comfort in theWord of God, But the uneven- 
me ſs of my Wha; fur 2e to doubt, that Thawe 
710-part nor portion in thoſe preczons promiſes, which 
God hath made unto his People, * © © 
h Anſwer. 

- Promiſes I confeſs that are. miſapplied, catz 
afford ts the Soul no ſolid Comfort. But from 
our Failings we may not preſently conclude 
that they do not at all belong to us: for God - 
I looks upon the heart; and whereAbility 6s want- | 
ing, the Will is accepted. | 
Are not our Failings your Grief ? Are they 
'not beſides your Will ? Are they not.contrary 
to the current of your Deſires, and the main 
Dent of your Reſolutions and Endeavours ? Tt 
!s not your Endeavour to do the Will of God, 
though it coſt you the parting with the ſweet- 
neſs of Sin, even your own Iniquity ? Andis 1t 
not your Reſolution, that you will not wicked- 
& depart frgm God ? It it bg ſo, then notwith- 
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for a Fainting Soul. 


Vid, I have kept thy Word: For though this be 
not ſich a meaſure of keeping as the Law re- 
quireth, yet it 15 ſuch a keeping as God accept 
eth: for he accounteth ſuch as keep themſelves 
trom wilful fins, upright and innocent through 
Chriſt” their ſtrength and their Redeemer, as 
appears by that paſſage, Pſal. 19. 13. 

And this is a true Rule, whereby to proceed 
in the judging of our ſelves. If a Man thatbe- 
Leves1n Chriſt, continnes 1114 an unknowen ſie 
f that cannot hinder the uprightneſs of his heart, 


ty. So that if our 


reſt in the promifes of God. 


not do it 2 Hath he ſaid, and ſhall it not come 
tO paſs? Was he ever yet worſe then his word? 


' as well upon our {clves as others? Is he not the 


and why are our hearts dejeted within us? 


Randing your Failings, you .may ſay with Da- 


ſo the Ignorance be not wilful; but the leaſt | [ 
touch of knowledge or wilfulneſs 'mars Sincert- | 


failings be not wilful,chough | | | 
| they be many, yet they cannot hinder our inte; | ! 


| And what can we now obje& more? Do we || | 
doubt the Truth of all theſe Promiſes? Surely | | | 
we nced not; for God 1s not a Man that he ||| | 
|. ſhould lie, nenther the Son of Man that he / 
ſhould repent: Hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he | 


| And have not we had experience of his Love, 


true witneſs, and a God that 1s moſt zealous of 


> 


his own glory 2 Why then are we difquieted, ||| | 


Still eruit in God, make ftraight eps to your)|] 


j , 
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4 them : and in ſodoing, we ſhall rejoyce with 
Þ} Joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 


L 


IN ration to them that are in Chrift Feſus, who walk 
BEM 7 here i520 condenmation, and there's our comfort: 


WI 15 by Faith to be in him ; the evidence of 1t, 1s 


0 


I 7o walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. In 


of intereſt and application Faith 1s all, 19 mat- 
| | _, 1 | of bby : } 

IF ter of Evidence and manifeſtation, new Qbe- 
W dience 15 ail, Nothing can free us IfOm CO 


49+ FA a+ 
£3 +$% wa WE ©» 


think upon them, believe 1n them, ana hve 1 - 


KW Here 6tre {um of all. There 1s no condem-. 
l not after the flejb, but aftcr the ſpirit, Rom. $8.1. 


A the ground hereof 15 Chriſt ; the way unto 2, | 


# the matter of merit, Chriſt 1s all 3 in matter - 


| demnation, but Chriſt ; nothing can give us . 


1 


$A 42 A nin, ob. ad 6 


Comforts delight my Soul, Plal.94.19, 


for a Fainting Soul. _ 457 | 
intereſt in Chriſt, but Faith ; nothing can aſ- | 
ſure us that we do. truly believe in Chriſt, and | 
ſhall be deliveted from condemnation, but a | 
care to be obedient unto Chriſt in all things : 
wherefore let us ſo believe, and fo live: for as |! 
many as walk according to tnis Rule, Peace 1 
ſhall be upon them, and upon the 1/rael of | F 
God. es, | | 
Now the God of Hope, fill us with all jOy 1 F 
and Peace 1n believing, that we may abound 1 F' 
in Hope through the Power of the Holy Gholt {F 
Amen and Amen, 


In the multitude of the thoughts within me, thy 
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